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Temporary Nutrition Assistance (NA) Student Eligibility Exemption 
Code 

01/14/2021 

Program Impact: NA 

This Urgent Bulletin is being issued to inform staff that the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 
2021 (PL116-260) provided additional temporary Student Exemption reasons for college 
students effective 01/01/2021. 

FAA Systems has added a new code for the temporary student exemption reasons. The 
Pandemic Student (PS) Exemption Reason Code is to be keyed in the STUDENT Exempt field 
on SSDO when the participant meets one of these temporary student exemptions. 

Students that are enrolled at least half-time in an institution of higher education may participate 
in the NA program when they met all income and eligibility requirements, have applied for 
financial aid, and one of the following conditions are met and verified:  

• Have an Expected Family Contribution (EFC) of $0 stated on the Student Aid Report (SAR) 
or any other financial aid verification for the current academic school year. 

• Are eligible to participate in a state or federally financed work-study program during the 
current academic school year as identified on the Financial Aid Award Letter.  The PS 
exemption is different from the current Work-Study (WS) student exemption.   Students 
meeting the PS exemption need only to be eligible for work-study and do not have a 
requirement to participate. 

The PS Exemption Reason Code is effective as of 01/01/2021 for NA determinations.  Staff 
should only utilize the PS Exemption Reason Code when no other exemption is met. The 
temporary student eligibility standards authorized will terminate after the first recertification of a 
household beginning no earlier than 30 days after the COVID-19 public health emergency is 
lifted. 

EFC Verification of PS Exemption – The EFC can be located on the SAR.  When the EFC 
field displays all zeroes the participant is potentially eligible to participate in the NA program.  
Upload the verification into the case file.  No further verification for the PS exemption is 
necessary.  Key the participant IN on SEPA and key the  PS  Exemption Reason Code in the 
STUDENT Exempt field on SSDO.   Document the case file “Temporary Student Exemption 
EFC”.  See the EFC verification example below:  
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SAR with 00000 displaying in the EFC field  

 

When any amount other than $0 is displayed in the EFC field on the SAR, the participant is not 
eligible for the PS exemption for the EFC reason. The participant may be potentially eligible for 
the PS exemption reason when they have been approved for a state or federally financed work-
study program but are not participating.  Explore the Financial Aid Award Letter for any 
indication that the participant has been approved for any compensation in a state or federally 
financed work-study program.  Upload the verification into the case file.  Key the participant IN 
on SEPA and key the  PS  Exemption Reason Code in the STUDENT Exempt field on SSDO.  
Document the case file with “Work-study not participating”.  See the SAR and Financial Aid 
Award Letter verification example below: 

Explore work-study when the SAR displays numbers in the EFC field  
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Financial Aid Award Letter Work-Study Approved 

 

Follow the normal change processing policy when a participant on an active case, who is 
currently an ineligible student, reports and provides verification of the new temporary PS 
exemption. 

When the verification for the PS exemption is not provided consider the participant an ineligible 
student. 

Please contact the FAA Policy Support Team by phone at (602) 774-5523 or by e-mail at FAAPolicyMgmt@azdes.gov with any 
questions or concerns regarding this broadcast. 

Please consider the environment before printing this broadcast. 
(20-2795B) 

 


