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D EMPOWER Deduction 
 
This field displays a deduction for a CA budgetary unit when a 
participant is not included in the benefit due to EMPOWER policy. 
 
The EMPOWER earned income deduction is an amount equal to the 
amount of CA benefits the participant would have received when 
included in the CA benefit. 
 
The deduction is first applied against the income of the participant 
that has the greatest countable income after all other earned income 
deductions have been calculated.  Any remaining amount is applied 
against the earned income of any additional participants. 
 
AZTECS calculates the EMPOWER deduction as follows: 
 
• Subtracts the amount of the CA benefit that does not include 

the participant from the CA benefit that would include the 
participant. 

• The difference is the amount of the EMPOWER earned income 
deduction. 
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